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opening to the crypt must be under a heavy stone slab which had
been let into the central aisle, and which formed part of the
flooring. Obviously it was too large for an ancient memorial
stone. So the masons erected their tripod and pulleys, and
gradually the slab was raised from its bed. I say 'bed/ because
the stone was resting on a layer of sand, and there was no open-
ing that led to anywhere beneath the church.
We were disappointed, but we made an interesting discovery.
The stone, it appears, had been laid upside down and was, in
fact, the base of the pre-Reformation altar. Probably the stone
had been purposely reversed in order that no indication of its
origin should be apparent. The slab weighed nearly a ton and
was five feet long, three feet wide, and six inches thick. It was
splayed, with chamfered edges, and ornamented with ogee
moulding. I am giving these particulars in order to save some
future historian of Borley Church the trouble of erecting lifting
tackle and again raising the stone, which the men replaced
exactly as we had found it.
We continued our search for an entrance to the crypt, without
result. Then the masons inspected likely spots near the church,
in the churchyard, where they concluded the opening to the
crypt must be. Unfortunately, time did not permit us to start
digging up the churchyard, as we were anxious to get down to
the more important task of digging up the cellars.
GALES DAMAGE THE RECTORY
Before I begin to relate our investigations in the cellars I must
give some account of these cellars and details of the wells, and
describe the condition in which we found the Rectory in August
1943-
The fire that partly gutted the Rectory on the night of
February 27-28, 1939, did most destruction to the roof and first
floor, nearly all of which collapsed. The ground-floor rooms
were less damaged, though the hall and main staircase were
completely burnt out. If the reader will study Plate VII he
will see the condition of the place when I photographed it a
month after the fire.